
School-Wide Lice Checks

Dear Wilkinson Families,
In January 2018 the Parent Council funded school-wide lice checks through Lice Squad, the results of which can 
be found on the back of this letter. We funded this service because regular lice checks are not currently being 
done at the school. Lice can be uncomfortable, time consuming and expensive to deal with. Anyone can get 
lice and they spread easily. Lice are common in schools and daycares, but after dealing with cases firsthand, a 
number of parents felt that more could be done at the school to keep them under control. 

It’s a fact: schools that do regular lice checks eventually have fewer cases of lice as they’re found early and 
treated before they spread. Doing regular checks is also easier and far cheaper than treating lice.

With the success of the lice checks in January we’d now like to roll out a program of school-wide lice checks 
three times per year, preferably in September, January and April as these are the times most commonly 
associated with outbreaks. The cost of the school program is only $2.26 per child per check, whereas lice 
clinics typically charge $25-$35/person per check and treatments average $75/hour/person. Some clinics 
will charge around $120 for a house visit, involving checking and treating the family. Unfortunately, with 500 
students at the school, funding the entire program through the Parent Council is not possible so we’re asking 
Wilkinson families to consider contributing $5 per child per year so that this initiative can move forward. 

We do understand that families have different means and different priorities; however, a small contribution 
from each of us will enable the program to benefit us all. Any amount that you’re able to contribute will go into 
a fund specifically for this program, with the aim of affording (together with Council funding) three school-wide 
checks per year, depending on the amount raised.

For more information about lice, please refer to the lice info sheet which can be found on our website at the 
bottom of the Links & Resources page. (wilkinsonps.org/more/links/)

Thank you for your support!

Wilkinson Lice Check Fund

Submit this form together with your cash or cheque in an envelope marked "Parent Council - Lice Fund" to the school by 
dropping it off with the rest of your forms package to your child's teacher or by leaving it in the School Council mailbox, 
located in the school office. Please make cheques payable to "Wilkinson School Council".

Name:                                    

I am contributing the following amount:    

Student name(s) and room #(s):     

  



In total, 450 students were checked over the 1.5 day period (the rest of the students were absent). 

The following was found*:
• 10 active cases (lice and/or eggs) 
• 9 presumed inactive cases (empty egg casings) 

- Empty egg casings are important as they indicate that the child had lice, it’s possible that one or two viable eggs still 
remain in the hair, and most importantly, they can attract lice. 
- Cases are not considered fully treated until everything has been removed from the hair.

• Cases Per Grade: Kindergarten (4), Gr. 1 (1), Gr. 2 (3), Gr. 3/4 (3), Gr. 5 (3), Gr. 6 (5)
• A success story: some students who received letters on Day 1 were treated that night and came back to school the 

next day. They were rechecked by Lice Squad and found all clear.

*(5-10 cases is average, 10-20 cases is a lot, 40-50 cases is HUGE and indicates a big infestation)

What Was Done:
• Individual letters explaining the findings and suggesting treatment options were sent home with all students who 

had both active and inactive cases.  
• In classrooms with active cases, letters were also sent home with the rest of the students in the room alerting them 

that lice was found and that children’s heads should be checked carefully over the next few weeks so that any new 
cases could be found and treated before they spread.

Follow-Up:
• Students with active and inactive cases during the first checks are re-checked about 10 days later (if they are at 

school that day). Re-checks are included in the cost.
- Any students who do not get treated after the initial checks will be prompted again to take action.
- It takes 7-10 days both for lice eggs to hatch and for babies to mature. If kids were treated after the first checks, 
anything that was accidentally missed during treatments will be easier to find when it moves on to the next life cycle 
stage. By re-checking we’re making sure that treatments were done and were effective.

Re-Check Results:
• 18 of the original 19 students were checked (one was absent).
• An additional student was also checked - after receiving the general letter in a classroom with an active case, parents 

did checks at home and found another case a few days later. The teacher brought the student to be re-checked.
• Of those 19 students, only 2 active cases were found. One case was very mild (a few eggs had been missed during 

treatment).

These are excellent results - thank you for your cooperation!
  

Lice Check Results


